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The Senate met at 2 p.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable JIM
WEBB, a Senator from the State of Vir-
ginia.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Today’s
prayer will be offered by the guest
Chaplain, Pastor Sunday Adelaja from
Kiev, Ukraine.

PRAYER

The guest Chaplain offered the fol-
lowing prayer:

O, Lord of creation, we acknowledge
Your lordship today, Your sovereignty,
love, and power. We ask that You will
bless the United States of America in
these days of great uncertainties.

Bless the leaders of this great Nation
with the wisdom needed to lead the Na-
tion in the right direction. As leaders,
we realize there are some things we
want but do not need and some things
we need but do not want. You have
promised to meet our needs but not
satisfy our greed. Help us to realize our
decisions have a destiny, our choices
have consequences, our path has a pur-
pose, our faith has a foundation, our
home has a hope, and this country has
a cause.

Acknowledging that as America goes,
so goes our world, I ask for a sweeping,
weeping, and reaping revival through-
out this great Nation. May Your King-
dom come and Your will be done in
America as it is in heaven. Help us to
remember that America is great be-
cause America is good. If America
ceases to be good, it will cease to be
great. God of heaven, please help Amer-
ica to continue to be good.

In Jesus’ Name. Amen.

———
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Honorable JIM WEBB, a Senator
from the State of Virginia, led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

Senate

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. BYRD).

The assistant legislative clerk read
the following letter:

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, April 23, 2007.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby
appoint the Honorable JIM WEBB, a Senator
from the State of Virginia, to perform the
duties of the Chair.

ROBERT C. BYRD,
President pro tempore.

Mr. WEBB thereupon assumed the

chair as Acting President pro tempore.

————————

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized.
———
SCHEDULE

Mr. REID. Mr. President, today the
time until 2:45 is equally divided, with
the majority controlling the first por-
tion of the time. Senator CASEY is here
and will be using that time to do a
tribute. At 2:45 today, the Senate will
resume consideration of S. 761, the
competitiveness bill. While there are
no rollcall votes today, I understand
the managers are working on some
amendments which could be offered
today. Later this week, we expect to
receive the supplemental conference
report, and the Senate will act on that
report prior to concluding business this
week.

——
RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

MORNING BUSINESS

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, there
will now be a period for the transaction
of morning business until 2:45 p.m.,
with Senators permitted to speak
therein, with the first half controlled
by the majority leader or his designee
and the second half controlled by the
minority leader or his designee.

The Senator from Pennsylvania.

(The remarks of Mr. CASEY per-
taining to the submission of S. Res. 166
are located in today’s RECORD under
“Submission of Concurrent and Senate
Resolutions.”)

Mr. CASEY. I yield the floor.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Wyoming.

———

IRAQ FUNDING

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. President, I come
to the floor to talk about an issue that
seems to be the most pressing of any
we have before us; that is, to fund our
troops in Iraq.

I came to the floor on the 64th day
following the President’s submission to
the Congress of legislation for funding
our troops in the field. I believed it was
important that we urge Congress to
complete its work on this legislation
immediately. How could there be any-
thing more pressing than making fund-
ing available for our troops? Certainly,
the time is now.

It is now day 77, and we still don’t
have a bill to send to the President. It
is time we do so. In fact, the conference
committee has not even met. Even
though both houses of Congress have
passed the measure, they have yet to
come together between the Houses in
order to do something. Our military
leaders are people in the best position
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